
Changes & Challenges for 

Marine Conservation in 

Costa Rica 



And… So It begins 



After El Salvador, 

Costa Rica is the 

smallest country with 

51.100 km² 

 

Boundaries: North 

with Nicaragua, 

South with Panamá, 

East Caribbean Sea, 

West  Pacific Ocean 



Real Map of Costa Rica 

Largest Country in 

Central America: 

640,000 Km2 

 

 

Bordering Countries: 

Nicaragua Panamamá 

Colombia, Ecuador & 

the High Seas 

Last Year: 

 We changed The School Maps 



Our Vision of the Sea: 

 

  A Cultural Idiosyncracy 

  A Highlander-Perspective 

 

 

The Sea: 

  Pests & Pirates 



We gave away the Sea to: 

About 300 foreign tuna boats 

About 600 artesanal boats 



Fishing Activities 

•Started in  1950s (The Shrimp-

Cocktail Era) 

 

•Expansion of Shrimp-Trawling Fleet 

with maximum in the 1980s 

 

•Long-lining allowing fishing in 

deeper waters. 

 

•Tuna fleet restricted at 30 nm 

offshore is 100% foreign. 

 

•International Trade fueled the 

expansion. Even Today 
 



Free Hand for Destructive Uses  



More Recently 



Landings National Fleet 



Disregard for Water Quality Issues 



Last Decade: Growing Awareness on 

Biological Richness 

Commercial Opportunities 



Connectivity with other regions 



 

Relevance for  

Coastal Communities 



Communication Campaigns 





Media Coverage 



An Informed Societety: 

    a conservation ally 







Value Chains: 

  Market Ready to Pay for Good Management 



Sustainable Markets:  

      



Institucional Changes 

• Process to Re-structure Fisheries 

Agency 

 

• Legal Suit at Supreme Court to stop 

shrimp Trawling 

 



Methodological Guide  

for MSP Processes 

“The Need to Decide is Bigger than 

Our Capacity to Understand” 

• How is the Area? 

• How we want the area to be? 

• How we reach the desired 

Scenario? 

• How we are sure we are getting 

there?   



MSP: A Highly Participatory Process 



Users & Experts Working Together 



Critical Habitats Identification 



Habitats 

Valuation 



Uses Areas 



Use 

Valuation 
 



Como se encuentra el Área de análisis? 

 

Overlap 

Between 

Habitats 

and Uses 



Compatibility 

bottom-fishing 

and habitats 

Compatibility Uses-Habitat 



Compatibility Use-Use 



Construcción de mapas de aspiraciones 

Identifying  

Future  

Conflicts  



Scenario Construction 



National Marine Policy  

 Institutional Framework 
Vice-Ministry for the Seas 

Changes in the 
Regulatory Framework 

National Comission 
On the Seas 

Regional Commission Regional Commission Regional Commission 



• MPA System (Incipient) 

 

 

• MSP Processes (Starting) 

 

 

• Stronger Regulatory & Institutional 

Framework 

 

• More Information and Awareness on 

Marine  Conservation Importance 
 

 

A  Decade in Retrospective  



Alliances: 

The strength of public-

private alliances 

 

 

Participation: 

Working with the 

stakeholders.  
 

  

Sucess Factors 

A  Decade in Retrospective  



Market Forces 

Working on Responsibe 

Commerce 

 

 

Media 

Strong Presence in the 

Media-Involving the Public 
 

A  Decade in Retrospective  



Challenges 

Consolidate  

 -MPAs and MSP Processes 

 -Changes in the Regulatory & Institutional  

   Framework 

 -Marine Governance 

 -Market Processes 



THANKS! 


